
Engaging with Scripture Together 
 
Below are some tools and ideas to help you engage with God’s word as a house church in 
between other styles of teaching notes or for “holiday mode” meetings.  
 
You pick up and run with some of these ideas with minimal preparation, however who ever is 
leading is still encouraged to prayerfully prepare for leading the teaching time. Depending on 
the approach that is to be used, preparation includes the leader familiarizing themselves with 
the text and/or study material in advance. Looking at different commentaries and doing some 
personal research would be GREAT, but not a showstopper for this style of engagement.  
 
No matter which approach we use help us study and understand the Bible better it is 
important that we always give time and attention to how we will apply what we are 
learning.  Otherwise we risk just becoming "smarter sinners".  The point of bible study is not 
that we should know a bunch of bible facts, but that we might grow to daily become more like 
Jesus. 
 
Think, pray, listen and choose a Bible passage to dig into. This can be anything, old or new 
testament. Gospel stories are always great. Maybe you’d like to look at one of Paul’s letters 
over a few weeks? Psalms work well, or you might like to investigate another Old Testament 
passage.   
 
Choose an approach from the ideas below. Mix and match if you like, and add your own 
creative ideas, especially for prayer and application. 
 
1. Basic Bible Interpretation Principles (http://carm.org/how-interpret-bible) 

We need to approach God’s word with care, humility, and reason. Additionally, we need, as 
best as can be had, the guidance of the Holy Spirit in interpreting God’s Word.  After all, the 
Bible is inspired by God and is addressed to His people.  The Holy Spirit helps us to 
understand what God’s word means and how to apply it.  On the human level, to lessen the 
errors that come in our interpretations, we need to look at some basic biblical interpretive 
methods.   
 

• Who wrote/spoke the passage and to whom was it addressed? 
• What does the passage say? 
• Are there any words or phrases in the passage that need to be examined? 
• What is the immediate context? 
• What is the broader context in the chapter and book? 
• What are the related verses to the passage’s subject and how do they affect the 

understanding of this passage? 
• What is the historical and cultural background? 
• What do I conclude about the passage? 
• Do my conclusions agree or disagree with related areas of Scripture and others who 

have studied the passage? 
• What have I learned and what must I apply to my life? 

 

2. Key Questions (1) 
Choose a particular section of the text (a chapter or less).  Read through it and discuss: 

• What does this say about who Christ is? 
• What does this say about what Christ has done? 
• What does this say about error and excess? 
• What does this say about how God wants us to live in community with others? 
• What does it say about our relationship with God? 
• What does it say about our mission in the world? 

 



3.  Key Questions (2) 
Chapter study. To get a grasp of the chapter, answer the following questions: 

• What is the principal subject of the chapter? 
• What is the leading lesson? 
• What is the key verse? (Memorize it.) 
• Who are the principal characters? 
• What does it teach about God the Father? 
• What does it teach about Jesus Christ? 
• What does it teach about the Holy Spirit? 
• Is there any example for me to follow? 
• Is there any error for me to avoid? 
• Is there any duty for me to perform? 
• Is there any promise for me to claim? 
• Is there any prayer for me to echo? 

 
4. Nine Application Questions (Howard & William Hendricks) 

• Is there an example to follow? 
• Is there a sin to avoid? 
• Is there a promise to claim? 
• Is there a prayer to repeat? 
• Is there a command to obey? 
• Is there a condition to be met? 
• Is there a verse to memorise? 
• Is there an error to mark?  (ie. What changes do I need to make to my thinking in order 

to bring it in line with what the Scriptures teach?) 
• Is there a challenge to face? 
 

5. Inductive Bible Study 
Choose a passage and spend time discussing each of these three steps: 

 
• OBSERVATION: What does it say? 
• INTERPRETATION: What does it mean? 
• APPLICATION: How do I respond? 

  
 

6. African Bible Study 
This Bible study method was introduced at the Lambeth Conference, a gathering of bishops 
of the Anglican Communion. It can be used with any passage of scripture. The leader should 
choose an appropriate passage in advance. 
 
It is good if each group has 2 or 3 different versions of the Bible to read from.  People may 
want to have paper and pen to jot down their thoughts. 
 
The study should take 30 – 45 minutes. If you have more than 10 in your group break into 
smaller groups otherwise it will take too long and not be as effective.  Even a group of 10 may 
benefit by breaking into two groups.  Ideally have groups of no more than 8.   
 
Shared responses should be brief.  Do not elaborate, explain or teach.  Others do not 
respond to or build on what is said as if they were in a discussion group. 
 
Begin with this opening prayer: 
O Blessed Lord, who caused all Holy Scripture to be written for our learning.  Grant us so to 
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and hold fast 
the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



 
Then: 
• One person reads the passage aloud slowly.    
• Each person identifies the word or phrase that catches their attention (1 minute) 
• Each shares the word or phrase around the group (3-5 minutes, NO DISCUSSION) 
• Another person reads the passage slowly (from a different translation if possible)    
• Each person identifies where this passage touches their life today (1 minute) 
• Each shares (3-5 minutes, NO DISCUSSION)    
• Passage is read a third time (another reader and translation if possible).    
• Each person names or writes "From what I've heard and shared, what do I believe God 

wants me to do or be? Is God inviting me to change in any way?" (5 minutes)    
• Each person shares their answer (5-10 minutes, NO DISCUSSION)    
• Each prayers for the person on their right, naming what was shared in the other steps ( 

5 minutes)  
• Close with the Lord's Prayer and SILENCE. 

 
 
7. Commit it to Memory   
Come up with some fun ways to spend a meeting learning a key verse (or verses) from the 
letter you are studying.  Use games, puzzles, song, dance, action, art, food incentives – 
whatever suits your group’s learning style.  Spend some time talking about WHY it’s a good 
thing to learn this particular verse, what it is actually saying and how it is applicable to your 
lives today.  

 
8. Six Word Summary   
Ernest Hemmingway is said to have once written a story in just six words and called it his 
best work. (“For sale, baby shoes, never worn.”)  
 
Have each person in the group sum up the main point of a selected passage in only 6 words.  
The words can be connected to form a “story”, or can be six isolated but important words.  
Everyone could work on the same passage and then discuss the different perspectives that 
emerge. Alternatively you could have different people work on different sections of the whole 
letter and end up with a group summary.  Can you then come up with a six word summary for 
the entire letter?  
 
9. Lectio Divinia 
Lectio Divina is an ancient Latin term literally translated, "Diving Reading," or "Sacred 
Reading," that centuries ago was developed into a systemic method of prayer, that is, reading 
as a basis for prayer. 
 
This is really an individual rather than a group practice, but you could create an appropriate 
atmosphere and provide an unhurried time frame at a housechurch meeting where people 
could spend time praying using the Lectio Divina method. 
 
It is very simple. The method of Lectio Divina includes moments of reading (lectio), reflecting 
on (meditatio), responding to (oratio) and resting in (contemplatio) the Word of God with the 
aim of nourishing and deepening one’s relationship with the Divine.  
 
For details see:   
http://christianmystics.com/traditional/prayer/lectodivina.html 
Also, Celebration talk by Jonathan Ives 20/12/15, available on Ruach website. The follow up 
house church teaching notes “Practicing Personal Prayer” also available on the website look 
at Lectio Divinia as a helpful personal prayer practice. 

 



 
10. Write On 
Rewrite passage in your own words.   Use plain everyday language, or be poetic.  Write it as 
straight prose or as dialogue, poetry, song lyrics… what ever you like.  You might like to write 
a response to God.   
 
This exercise is particularly good to do after you have spent some time looking a text and 
developing an understanding of what Paul and God were seeking to communicate through it.   
 


